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Ordinary membership    €54 

Family membership   €57 

Student membership  €10 

Associate membership   €10 ����
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Roger Greally treated us all to a great night of wood 
turning in February. He demonstrated how to make a 
“Pass me round bowl.” Willie Creighton came down 
from Mayo to make a “Ceiling center piece.” Both pro-
jects had us itching to get to our lathes. Thank you 
very much to Patsy for providing lovely refreshment at 
half time. I will now attempt to outline the procedure 
for making the “Pass me round bowl.” 

 

Roger mounted a 75mm by 100mm by 300mm blank 
on a screw chuck. A 50mm recess was made, to hold 
the bowl in a scroll chuck later on. The blank was 
then held between centers while a sphere for the 
outer surface of the bowl was shaped. This sphere 
was 100mm in diameter. Care must be taken to en-
sure that the recess for chucking up later is not re-
moved. The circular recess helps to judge when the 
bowl is spherical. When finished the bowl has two flat 
surfaces. Sand. 

Next the handles are formed. Reduce both handles to 
the same diameter of 20mm before decorating them. 
They need to be about 60mm long when finished. Re-
move piece by sawing the ends of the handles. The 
handle ends are sanded by hand. The piece is then 
remounted on the scroll chuck using the original 
50mm recess. Hollowing commenced using a 12mm 
gouge. As the overhang increased a special hollowing 
tool was used. Finish the inside as progress is made. 
The sides of the vessel must not be made too thin, 
since the handle strength depends on the wall thick-
ness. 7mm is good. Once the inside is finished the 
bowl is reverse chucked to tidy up the base. Decorat-
ing the base increases it’s value. The “Pass me round 
bowl” was then passed around. No contributions or 
donations were collected on the night. Thanks for the 
great demonstration. 
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We then went into the house for a lovely cup of tea sand-
wiches and cake. Thank you Patsy and family for treating 
us all so well. 

When we came out to the workshop we were introduced 
to three young turners Mairead, Brian and Eimear. Roger 
gives them classes. We admired a wood pen that they had 
made from some diamond wood. Look at the photo. Well 
done! 

Willie Creighton kindly demonstrated how to make a large 
ceiling rose or centre piece from oak planks. Willie had 
butt jointed three 25mm boards together with Lumber Jack 
5min glue. The disk would be about 240mm in diameter 
when finished. He had taken care to ensure that the grain 
orientation in the planks would cause the piece to warp to-
wards the ceiling. The wood was mounted on a 150mm 
face plate. The edge was squared up and the surface was 
trued up. About 120mm was left flat at the center of the 
blank, this is used as a base for the light fitting. As you can 
see from the photographs, Willie created a fine series of 
beads and coves on the disk. A shallow hole is created at 
the center of the plate to hold the necessary electrical fit-
tings. The oak was very hard, however Willie managed to 
get a great surface straight from the tool. This was then 
smoothed further using the standard series of grits. The 
use of colour-coded sand paper takes some of the guess-
work out of selecting the correct grit. Steel wool would 
never be used to smooth oak since it reacts with the tan-
nin and goes black. A fine Jacobian Black can be achieved 
using dyes. Willie used a cutting polish to finish off the sur-
face. This works well with wax. Finally the back surface is 
trued up to make it flat for the ceiling. A plane may be 
needed for the area behind the face plate. 

The beautiful piece was then handed around and admired.  

 

Thanks Roger ,Willie and Patsy for doing such a great 
evening. 

 

George Anderson 
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